A sequential test for comparing two infection rates in a randomized clinical trial, and incorporation of data accumulated after stopping.
A randomized sequential test is considered for deciding whether prophylactic antibiotic is successful in reducing infection rates following neurosurgical operations. The test is of the curtailed "gambler's ruin" type. Its operating characteristics are obtained and tabulated, and the actual medical experiment is described in some detail. The problem of how additional accumulated data, observed after stopping, due to delayed response, should be incorporated in evaluation of sequential P-values and confidence intervals is also considered.